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From the Desk of the Commander 

Cdr Tedd Kraft, S 

 

What time is it and where am 

I?  Bear with me. 

For instance, do you know 
which countries (besides the 
USA) are not using the metric 
system?  Two others.  Can you 

name them?  Answer:  Liberia and Myanmar.  
You guessed that, right?   

Europe became metric in about 1876; the UK in 
1965.  The Brits even today measure their 
height in feet (literally the size of the Kings foot) 
but their weight in stones.  Stones—can’t figure 
that.  A pint at the local pub is 568 ml (not 500 
ml).  I think I can give them slack on this one.  
Most countries use International conventions: 
degrees C vs F, DMY or YMD vs MM/DD/YY (I 
personally like the latter, but no one asked me).  
Most of the world uses a 24-hour clock (our 
military does) and Monday is the first day of the 
week—OK by me too.  In the US a ton of pickles 
= 2000 lbs, but the Imperial measure = 2,240 
lbs (that’s too many pickles!).  So where am I 
going with this?  I don’t know, just seemed 
interesting. 

Why is it like this?  Well, most manufacturing in 
Europe and the UK was bombed flat in WWII.  
The US wasn’t bombed, we were tooled up for 
war, and that spilled over into peace time.  We 
were lucky, but we stuck to goofy measures.  In 
the 1970s and 80s we tried converting our 
speed signs to kilometers instead of mph, but 
our citizenry rebelled—too much for them.  Pity.  
A bright spot is our auto industry because we 
were building cars from all over the world and it 
was too expensive to run two manufacturing 
lines using different measures for everything—
they use the decimal system now.  Money 
rules—don’t forget that gem of wisdom.  Not 
brains.  See, I told you they should have asked 
me! 

Well, so much for the nautical part—oops, I 
guess I forgot that part.  So here goes.  Sit back, 
buckle your PFD, and enjoy the rest that you 
have been waiting for. 

By the way, (and this is certainly nautically 
significant), did you know that the decimal 
system was based on the distance between the 
Earth’s equator and the North Pole?  Come on, 
I’ll bet you didn’t know that!  It’s true, and by the 
fact that the human hand has 10 fingers.  It is 
about 10,000 kilometers from the equator to 
either the North Pole or South Pole.   You’re 
with me now, right?  A system based on units of 
10, and you can use your fingers to count them.  
How perfect is that.  I digress. 

A nautical mile represents 1 minute of latitude 
(not longitude), 60 minutes of latitude makes 1 
degree, and every degree of latitude represents 
1 nautical mile going in a true north/south 
direction.  All lines of latitude are equidistant 
from the equator (0 degrees lat) to the poles (90 
degrees lat), and are 15 degrees apart on a 
chart.  On the water we calculate our distance 
and speed in nautical miles (not statute miles).  
A nautical mile is 1.85 kilometers (or 6,076.12 
feet).  Turns out that 100 kilometers is about 60 
mph.  Regarding speed, a nautical knot is 1 
nautical mile per hour (or 1.15 mph).  Regarding 
depth, a fathom is about 2 meters or 6 feet (or 
about 2 yards).  Check your charts to see if they 
measure depth in fathoms or feet—6 fathoms is 
different than 6 feet.   

What about longitude?  On the globe and on 
your charts the lines of longitude (or meridians) 
pass through the north and south poles and 
create a “great circle” whose plane passed 
through the center of the Earth.  Note that the 
poles are fixed in space on our planet.  Have 
been and always will be because they are on 
the axis upon which the Earth spins.  Hence 
lines of longitude can never be parallel to one 
another, but rather create “pie shaped” pieces 



of the earth’s surface.  The shortest distance 
between any two points on the Earth’s surface 
is an arc that lies on a “great circle.”  Can 
someone explain this to me?  The Earth has 
360 degrees of longitude (it’s a sphere), but to 
know where you are longitudinally on the planet 
you have to have a starting point.  That point 
was arbitrarily chosen as Greenwich, England;  
it lies at 0 degrees longitude and hence is called 
the “prime meridian.”  So as we sail from 
Greenwich we are either sailing to the East or 
West until we are on the opposite side of the 
planet at which time we switch East to West and 
West to East and sail back to Greenwich.  
What’s cool about longitude is that it helps with 
time (as well as where you are).  What?  Since 
there are 24 hours in a day and the Earth 
rotates 360 degrees (all around) each day, our 
time zones follow 360/24=15 degrees of 
latitude.  So if it is noon where I am and it’s 
6:00am where you are, then I must be 6x15=90 
degrees to the west of you or ¼ of the way 
around the planet.  So now you know where you 
and your friend are on the planet and what time 
it is.  You can thank me later!  Happy boating!  

 

From the XO 
P/C Marty Schwartz, SN-ACN 

 

  OK, the Boat Show was fun. 

Had one day working at the D16 

booth and then one day 

playing. Saw lots of neat stuff 

and actually bought a couple of 

items. (No, not a new boat). 

So what’s next on the horizon? 

Well, our annual meeting and election is just a 

couple weeks away on Thursday 15 February. 

This is the meeting, as defined in our Bylaws, 

when we elect the next squadron bridge. Since 

we require a quorum to hold the election it is 

very important that you attend. As you can see 

later in this issue of The Halyard our slate of 

officers for the next bridge year is rather slim. I 

want to thank all those who have stepped up to 

help keep the squadron alive for another year. I 

also want to ask the rest of you to consider 

assuming one of the offices or even join one of 

the committees to help us rebuild the squadron. 

Then there is Bremerton Squadron’s annual 

Spaghetti Feed. The date is Monday 26 

February at the Bremerton Yacht Club, see the 

flyer at the end of this issue of The Halyard for 

details. They do this every year and it is always 

delicious and well worth the drive and the $5 

entry fee. We have been invited to attend and 

several of us will be car-pooling from Poulsbo 

Yacht Club if you want to join us. They do ask 

for an RSVP so please send an email to Lori 

Almacen (lori.almacen@wavecable.com) 

before 20 February to reserve your spot. 

D16 Change of Watch 

The District Change of Watch will be in Oak 

Harbor this year. The dates are 9-10 March. For 

all the details on the planned activities and 

where to make hotel reservations check out the 

District web site at 

https://www.uspsd16.org/cow and at the end of 

this issue. Please note that the Early Bird 

registration ends on 9 February so get your 

registration in soon. The Registration form is at 

the end of this issue of The Halyard. 

 Rendezvous 

It is never too soon to start thinking about 

getting out on the boat this summer. The first 

official outing is already scheduled for May. The 

joint Safety Rendezvous is being scheduled by 

Bremerton Squadron this year. It will be at the 

Port of Brownsville Marina but due to a 

scheduling conflict with D16 and the marina we 

have moved it 4-6 May 2018. This rendezvous 

is close so you can hopefully attend by boat but 

come by car if you need to. As we get closer we 

will have a schedule of seminars and events. 

Mark your calendar and plan on attending. 
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From the Admin Department 
Lt/C Dawn Virnig, P 

 

Our January dinner meeting was 
lightly attended, only 11 
members along with Rush from 
the Bremerton Squadron and our 
featured speaker, Dick Shipley, 
who gave a presentation on the 
sailboat Odyssey and Sea 

Scouts program.  We experienced some 
technical difficulties in the beginning but once 
we got started it was very interesting and 
something I knew nothing about.   Dick’s 
presentation included specifications on the 
sailboat along with its history and quite a history 
it has.  More information on this program is 
available at www.sssodyssey.org.  With 35 
people you can even charter the Odyssey.   

January’s theme was a soup contest; we had 
six soups to judge.  First place was mine for the 
green pea soup, second place was Inez with 
her Steak and Ale soup and third place went to 
Rhonda for her tortellini soup.  Congratulations 
to the winners and thanks to everyone who 
brought in a soup; they were all delicious.  All 
three winners received a prize, courtesy of 
Marty - laminated Quick Reference Boating 
cards plus bragging rights.  Thanks also to John 
for providing the delicious bread and to Linda 
and Rhonda for the fudge brownies. 

Valentine’s Day is our theme for the 

February dinner meeting and will be a pot 

luck; we are encouraging those members 

who are bringing the dessert to think 

chocolate, oodles of decadent chocolate: 

A – M side 

N – R dessert 

S –  Z entrée 

Remember to bring in your set-up and 

favorite drink; the usual $7 will apply. 

February is our election dinner meeting.  We 

still don’t have a full slate for the Bridge, so I’m 

hoping that, along with voting on members 

who have already committed to serving, we 

will get a couple of volunteers from the floor.  

Think about it between now and the meeting; 

there is nothing onerous or difficult about 

serving on the Bridge and you will have as 

much help as you need. 

 

 

From the Education Department  
P/C Jacqui Stevenson, AP-IN  

 SPRING  WILL  BE  HERE  
BEFORE  WE  KNOW  IT –  
but sooner would be better!   

Looking forward to seeing 
what’s new at the Boat Show 
- maybe there will be 

something cool to report on next month? 

OK - now  to  the  SEO  business. 

WHAT’S GOING ON:  

Piloting began on 16 January 2018.  This is 
another joint class with Bremerton Squadron.  
There are 11 students, including 3 from Agate 
Pass.   

FUTURE PLANS:                                        

ABC - this class is scheduled for 
Saturday/Sunday 17-18 February 2018 at 
Poulsbo Yacht Club, from 9:00 am to about 5:00 
pm each day.  Please contact me if you know 
anyone who wants/needs this course!  $35 for 
non-members and $31 for members.  Couples 
can share a textbook for just an extra $10 fee. 

ABC - Bremerton Squadron will be presenting 
an ABC course on 10-11 February at the South 
Kitsap Fire Station at 1974 Fircrest Drive SE, 
Port Orchard.   

Bremerton Squadron is also presenting a series 
of Boat Talks  - the first is on the Automatic 
Identification System (AIS) for recreational 
boaters.  This will be presented on Saturday, 17 
February at the Kitsap Regional Library at 1302 
Sylvan Way.  There is no fee for this informative 
presentation.  We will provide information on 
future topics as it becomes available to us. 

WRAP UP & LOOKING FORWARD:    

• Looking forward to the coming year – 
2018! 

• Looking forward to Squadron activities – 
by land and sea. 



• Looking forward to travel – by land and 
sea. 

• And most of all, looking forward to warm 
weather and fun times with my APSPS 
friends! 

As always - remember to check    
www.nwboatertraining.com for all courses and 
seminars coming up throughout the District. 

Come for the boating 

education— 

stay for the friends!  
 

It’s Election Time! 

This is the list of candidates to be elected on 15 

February 2018. 

As specified in the By-Laws, at our February 

General Meeting we will elect the officers to fill 

the Bridge and elected committees for the next 

fiscal year.  Here is the listing of candidates we 

have so far for 2018-2019.  As you can see, we 

still have several vital positions that need to be 

filled. 

 

Office Nominee 

Commander Marty Schwartz, SN-ACN 

Executive Officer - Open - 

Administrative 

Officer 

 

- Open - 

Educational Officer Jacqui Stevenson, AP 

Secretary Linda Swolgaard, AP 

Treasurer Dave McBride, S 

Immediate Past 

Commander 

 

Tedd Kraft, S 

Member at Large Roland Malan, AP 

Member at Large Bill Dowdney, S 

Member at Large - Open -  

Nominating 

Committee chair 

 

- Open - 

Auditing Committee 

chair (3-year term) 

 

- Open - 

Rules Committee 

chair (3-year term) 

 

- Open - 

                                   

All candidates have confirmed their willingness to 

serve in the elected offices as shown. 

Nominations will also be accepted from the floor 

at the general meeting.  The Squadron Bylaws 

define what offices are elected, when the 

election will be held and how long the term of 

office is.  

A complete list of offices, committees and 

committee members are listed at the end of this 

issue of The Halyard. 

The following sections from our By Laws cover 
the rules for elections. Please contact the 
Secretary, Linda Swolgaard, AP, if you have any 
questions. 

Section 11.1  

Candidates for elective positions to be voted 
upon at the annual meeting may be nominated 
(1) by the Nominating Committee as herein 
provided or (2) by petition in writing signed by at 
least five active members in good standing and 
filed with the secretary at least 15 days before the 
date of election. 

Section 11.3  

If vacancies exist in the properly formulated slate 
of nominees at the time of the election, they shall 
be filled by nominations from the floor duly made 
by active members. 

Section 11.4  

No active member shall be eligible for nomination 
without first signifying willingness and ability to 
serve if elected. 

 

 

Squadron Activities 
 

15 Feb Annual Meeting and Election at PYC 

9-10 March D16 COW in Oak Harbor 

15 March Squadron Dinner Meeting at PYC 

20-22 April Safety Rendezvous at Brownsville 

26 April Change of Watch at PYC 

28 April Education Conference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nwboatertraining.com/


AGATE PASS SAIL AND POWER 

SQUADRON OFFICERS  

COMMANDER  

Cdr Tedd Kraft, S                (206) 855-4990  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER  

Lt/C Marty Schwartz, SN-ACN  (360) 271-6185  

SQUADRON EDUCATIONAL OFFICER  

Lt/C Jacqui Stevenson, AP-IN   (360) 621-7614  

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  

Lt/C Dawn Virnig, P               (360) 779-4175  

SECRETARY  

Lt/C Linda Swolgaard, AP           (206) 842-3338 

TREASURER  

Lt/C Inez Schwartz, JN              (360) 271-6184  

ASST. SQUADRON EDUCATIONAL OFFICER  

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE  

Lt Roland Malan, AP   (360) 638-2997 

P/C Rhonda Chen, AP-CN           (206) 842-1941  

The Halyard Editor   

P/C Marty Schwartz, SN-ACN  

(360) 271-6185  
Knot.knormal01@gmail.com 

The Halyard deadline is the Monday after the 

Executive Board Meeting each month, August 

through April. 

Squadron meetings are held on the third Thursday of 
each month, September through May, at 1830 at 
Poulsbo Yacht Club. 

 http://www.usps.org/localusps/agatepass  

 http://www.nwboatertraining.com  

 http://www.usps.org  

 http://www.uspsd16.org/  
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Following is a complete list of elective offices (in bold) and appointed positions within 
each department.  The names in bold print are candidates for election this year. The 
Nominating, Auditing and Rules Committee chairs are elected, other committee 
positions are assigned.  
 

Commander:     Marty Schwartz, SN-ACN 
 Chaplain:     Linda Swolgaard, AP 
 Merit Marks:    Marty Schwartz, SN-ACN 
Executive Officer:    __- Open-______ 
 Boat Show Coordinator:   Jacqui Stevenson, AP-IN 
 Cooperative Charting:  _______________ 
 Public Relations:    _______________ 
 Safety:     _______________ 
 Vessel Safety Check:   John Chen, AP 
Administrative Officer:    __- Open-______ 
 Membership:    Rhonda Chen, AP 
 Member Involvement: _______________ 
 Operations Training:   _______________ 
 Boating Activities:    _______________ 
Educational Officer:    Jacqui Stevenson, AP 
 Assistant Ed. Officer:   _______________ 
 Advanced Courses:   _______________ 
 Boating Classes:    _______________ 
 Elective Classes:    _______________ 
 USPS Seminars:    _______________ 
Secretary:      Linda Swolgaard, AP 
 Computer Systems:   Marty Schwartz, SN-ACN 
 Historian:     Inez Schwartz, JN 
 Webmaster:     Allen Cowles, AP 
 Roster:     Marty Schwartz, SN-ACN 
 Editor, The Halyard:  Marty Schwartz, SN-ACN 
Treasurer:      Dave McBride, S  
 Assistant Treasurer:   _______________ 
 Ships Store:    Allen Cowles, AP 
Nominating Committee:    __- Open -______ (year 1 of 3) 
 Members:   _______________ (year 1 of 3) 
     _______________ (year 1 of 3)  
Auditing Committee:    __- Open -______ 
 Members:    _______________ (year 1 of 3)  
     _______________ (year1 of 3) 
Rules Committee:    __- Open -______ (year 1 of 3) 
 Members:    _______________ (year1 of 3) 
     _______________ (year1 of 3) 
      

  



 

 

WATCH the CHANGES 
9 - 11 March 2018 

 

 

 

USPS® District 16 Spring Conference and Change of Watch 
 

 

Come join the Deception Pass Sail and Power Squadron as we host YOUR District 16 Spring 

Conference and celebrate the Change of Watch.   

 

Nestled where the Salish Sea surrounds high cliffs, rocky beaches, lush green fields, and majestic 

pine and hemlock forests is the town of Oak Harbor on Whidbey Island, protected by the 

Naval Air Station, home to honored service men and women, and where hospitality is 

unsurpassed. 

 

This two-day event is on 9 and 10 March, 2018.  Activities will be at our world-class Whidbey 

Golf and Country Club and at Best Western Plus conference center, which is also offering 

accommodations at a special rate.  Both are in Oak Harbor. 

 

On Friday, 9 March, come early and enjoy one of three tours being offered to show you a bit of 

our lovely Whidbey Island surrounding areas. 

 Wineries and Distillery Tour 

 Penn Cove Shellfish Farm 

 Shopping Spree—at Anacortes, across the northern end bridges, on Fidalgo Island.  

(Quilting, knitting, antiques, and fashion shops.  (Also a marine hardware store, boat 

builder, and West Marine.) 

 

Gourmet offerings begin Friday evening at the Reception and continue through the Banquet on 

Saturday evening, both at the Whidbey Golf and Country Club, an easy 3.2 miles from the Best 

Western Plus Hotel.  Map and driving instructions will be available during registration at the 

Best Western Plus Hotel Friday evening.  

 

Early Bird Discount Deadline: 

 Meals and Activities if you sign up by February 9.  

 Hotel reservation by January 25. 

You won’t want to miss the changing of the guard and the great opportunity to visit old 

Squadron friends, or meet new acquaintances who can turn into life-long friends.   

 

Talk boating         Talk safety         Talk fun.   

         Come join us. 

  



 

 

 HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS:   

 

For BEST RATES -MAKE HOTEL RESERVATIONS 

by JANUARY 26, 2018  

 

Best Western Plus in Oak Harbor is located at 33175 State Route 20, Oak Harbor, WA  98277. 

Call the Hotel at 360-679-4567 to reserve your room.  Please call as soon as possible, but before 

26 January 2018, to ensure a room at the Squadron rate. 

 

Reservations received by the Hotel after 26 January 2018 will be provided on a space available 

basis at prevailing rates. 

 

Fifteen (15) standard SINGLE KING rooms have been reserved at $115.99 (plus prevailing city 

and state taxes) and thirty-five (35) standard DOUBLE QUEEN rooms at $125.99 (plus 

prevailing city and state taxes).  Currently, taxes total 10.7%.   

The room rates INCLUDE A COMPLIMENTARY BREAKFAST. 

 

 

 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION: 

 

The Registration Form is available on the District Website (www.uspsd16.org) as well as included 

in this information.  Please send the completed Registration Form along with your check  

Made payable to:  Deception Pass Sail and Power Squadron (DPSPS) 

 

Mail to: Leah Hofer    850-490-7930 

  447 Koontz Road 

  Oak Harbor, WA  98277 

 

Early Bird prices apply ONLY to checks RECEIVED by 9 February.  Please ensure you get the 

best price possible and mail early. 

   

We hope to see you at this action-packed event and that you’ll take the opportunity to come 

early, see the sites, and spend some time getting to know this area of our great State of WA. 

 

  



USPS-D16   » Spring Conference & Change of Watch «   9-11 March 2018 
REGISTRATION FORM   

Full Name: ____________________________________ Spouse/Guest name: _________________ 

Address: ______________________________________ Phone: ____________________________ 

City/State/Zip: _________________________________ Squadron: _________________________ 

E-mail Address for confirmation of registration and payment: ________________________________ 

Attending the Conference without meals?  Yes ___   Is this your first District Conference? Yes ____  

 
 Activity Early Bird 

– before 9th 

February 

After  9th 

February 

No. of People Total Cost 

Friday Afternoon 

Special Events 

Tour of the Penn Cove 

Shellfish Farm 

 (Maximum 25 people)  

 

FREE 

 

FREE 

  

_ _ _ _ 

 Winery and Distillery visit $25 $25   

 Shopping tour in  

Anacortes (on your own) 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ 

      

Friday Evening Registration – 1600 – 1800 @ Best Western Plus Hotel  

      

Friday Night No Host Bar – 1800 - 2030 

 Hot and Cold Hors d’oeuvres 

@ Whidbey Golf Club 

$25 $30   

      

Saturday a.m. Breakfast is on your own  (included with Best Western Plus Room reservation) 

      

Saturday Lunch Lunch 1200 - 1300     

Box Lunches Grilled Chicken Caesar Salad $20 $25   

 Italian Focaccia Sandwich $20 $25   

 Thai Vegetable Wrap $20 $25   

 Seafood Louie Salad $20 $25   

*also select ONE     * Fresh Fruit    _ _ _ _ 

  option of a side     * Potato Chips     _ _ _ _ 

      *Hummus w/Pita    _ _ _ _ 

      *Smoked Salmon Chowder    _ _ _ _ 

 (all lunches include a Lemon  Berry  Crumb Bar)   

      

Saturday 

Evening Social 

No Host Bar 1800 – 1900 

Banquet 1800 - 2100 

    

Dinner - Your Roasted Half Chicken $30 $35   

Choice Prime Rib Au Jus $40 $45   

 Portabella Mushroom Ravioli $30 $35   

Optional Dessert 

(circle One) 

Whidbey Ice Cream Sundae 

Lemon Cake 

$5 $7   

                                                                                                               Totals    $ 

 

Mail with your check (in US funds) made to Deception Pass Sail and Power Squadron (DPSPS) 

to: 

   Leah Hofer, 447 Koontz Road, Oak Harbor, WA  98277  

                Questions?  Contact Karen Nelson  360-320-3803 or Knelson2007@gmail.com  
  

mailto:Knelson2007@gmail.com


 


